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way to it.1 Finally, another national synod was held in the
presence of the king on 13 October. To the Council of
7 January bishops, deans, archdeacons, abbots, and con-
ventual priors of the province of Canterbury were sum-
„ moned; to that of 3 May, bishops, non-exempt abbots,
priors, deans of cathedral and prebendal churches, all
archdeacons and proctors from chapters of cathedrals,
prebendal churches, monasteries, and other religious
houses; and to that of 13 October, bishops, deans, arch-
• deacons,  proctors  of  chapters,   and  representatives  of
religious houses.
These were the kind of ecclesiastical gatherings which
are known to have met, in contrast with those provincial
synods desired by the Lateran Council, These are the
councils which were the beginnings of Convocation, and
the most outstanding difference between them and the
canonical provincial synod lies in the reason for their being
summoned. Each of these three councils was called in
order to discuss a question of finance. In the first and
second the clergy were faced by demands from the Pope,
and in the third by demands from the king supported by
a papal mandate. There is no suggestion that any dis-
cussion took place concerning the reformation of the
dioceses of the province or that any decrees were passed to
, be republished in diocesan synods.
There are hints that other synods may have been held
which aroused little attention. A synod of some sort was
apparently held in 1225 which excited the interest of
chroniclers by its decrees against concubines 2, but nothing
else is known and it is not even clear that the decrees
were published at a synod at all. Wilkins3 also quotes from
a manuscript belonging to All Souls College, Oxford, a
constitution of Stephen Langton on the sins which a priest
cannot of himself absolve unless the penitent is on
his deathbed. This constitution is not dated, and there is
nothing to show when or how it was issued. It is just
possible that it may have originated in some provincial
synod not of sufficient note to have awakened the interest
of the annalists and chroniclers of the time.
1 Reg. St. Osmund^ ii. 54.        2 Rog. Wend. ii. 287.       3 Concilia, i. 597.
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